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If they double you for penalties, take the hint and consider changing suit – especially if your partner has had no 
say in the choice of trumps. Shopping around like this will seldom make matters worse and will often improve your 
outlook dramatically. 
 

Board 8
West Deals
None Vul

♠ 8 7 5
♥ 7
♦ K 8 6 5 2
♣ J 9 6 3

♠ Q 6
♥ 8 4 2
♦ Q 10 7 4 3
♣ A 7 4

♠ A K J 10 4
♥ Q J 10 9
♦ J 9
♣ Q 2

♠ 9 3 2
♥ A K 6 5 3
♦ A
♣ K 10 8 5
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West North East South
Pass Pass 1 ♠ 2 ♥
Dbl All pass  

 
Passing is no success. West leads the queen of spades; East takes three spades and continues with a fourth 
spade to ensure three trump tricks. Declarer will eventually go three down. At the table South bid three clubs, 
West doubled, as defenders are prone to do, and the contract made without trouble. After three rounds of spades 
declarer crossruffed for nine tricks. ‘What luck,’ cried the defense, ‘four trumps in dummy!’ But the point is that this 
is quite likely since partner figures to be short in hearts and therefore long in everything else. 
 
It would be wrong for North to run, fearing the double might be converted for penalties. Only by passing does 
North put East on the spot. 
 
Sometimes, of course, there is no good contract. If the defenders don’t lose their nerve and bid, your escape 
action has put you one level higher. This may not be good, but it is not so bad. At Pairs a bottom is a bottom and 
at IMPs the scale thins out at the top. 
 
So my BOLS bridge tip is: 
 

BOLS TIP: When they double you, don’t just sit there – try a sensible alternative. 
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